
Read Chapter 4 section 2, pages 300-307, on the Spanish American War and answer 
the following questions: 
 

1. Why did many American support the struggle of the Cubans against the Spanish? 
 

2. What was the source of wealth for the Spanish in Cuba? 
 

3. Who was the exiled leader of the Cuban independence movement? 
 

4. What were the various ways that the US and Cuba became economically linked in 
the 1890s? 

 
 

5. What impact did the sugar tariff (tax on foreign sugar) have on the Cuban sugar 
industry? 

 
 

6. Where did Americans learn about Spanish atrocities in Cuba? 
 
 

7. What is Yellow Journalism? 
 
 

8. Who were the two publishers most associated with Yellow Journalism? 
 
 

9. Why did President McKinley oppose intervention in Cuba against the Spanish? 
 
 

10. Why did he finally agree to send troops? 
 
 

11. What is jingoism? 
 

12. What was Theodore Roosevelt’s job at the time of the Spanish American War? 
 

13. Which Navy commodore had a quick victory in the Philippines? 
 

14. When did hostility between the US and Aquinaldo begin? 
 

15. Who were the “Rough Riders?” 
 
 

16. Which battles led to the retreat of the Spanish in Cuba? 
 
 



17. What issues did the supporters of annexing the Philippines make? 
 

18. What were the reasons that many Americans opposed annexation of the 
Philippines? 

 
19. What was the status of each of the following countries as a result of the Treaty of 

Paris signed between the US and Spain?  
 

20. Cuba 
21. Puerto Rico 
22. Guam 
23. Philippines 

 
24. What did MacCarthur do to separate civilians from guerillas in the Philippines? 

 
 

25. What US policies reduced Filipino hostility to the Americans? 
 
 
 

26. When did the Philippines gain full independence from the US? 
 

 
27. What were the steps that the US took to allow increased freedoms to Puerto Rico? 

 
 
 
 

28. What were the conditions that the US put on Cuba through the Platt amendment? 
 
 
 
 
 

29. What was the impact of the Platt amendment on Cuban independence? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


