
World War 1: Should the US go to War? 
 
In 1914 President Woodrow Wilson argued that the US should remain neutral in the 
European conflict. However, by 1917 the President asked the Congress to declare war on 
the Central Powers (Germany, Austria, and Turkey) to “make the world safe for 
democracy.”  
 
Look at the documents on submarine warfare maps, the Lusitania handbill, and the 
Zimmerman telegram. In your group answer the following questions: 
 
1. What events led to the US entrance into WW 1? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Do you agree or disagree with President’s Wilson’s and the Congress’s decision to go 
to war? Explain your point of view. 
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