
The War Begins 
Chapter 20 Lesson 1 pages 310-315 
 
Before You Read 
 
Look at the photos on the Chapter 20 page 310. How many soldiers died on 
both sides in the Civil War? 
 
 
Look at the map on page 312. List three Confederate states: 
 
 
List three Union states. 
 
 
Which side were the Border States loyal to? 
 
 
Look at the map on page 314. List two battle sites from the map. 
 
As You Read 
 
How many southern states seceded? 
 
Use the glossary in the back of the book to define secedes. 
 
 
What was the name of these southern states? 
 
 
Who did they choose as their President? 
 
 
What did Lincoln mean in his inaugural address mean when he said that he 
would “defend the Union.” 
 
 
Why was Lincoln careful not to attack the South first? 
 
 



Which side attacked the other first? 
 
 
What happened at fort Sumter? 
How many troops did President Lincoln ask each state to send? 
 
 
Why did Lincoln want to capture Richmond? 
 
 
What did the North learn at the Battle of Bull Run? 
 
 
Which Confederate General was able to stop the North’s advance in 
Richmond? 
 
 
What happened at Antietam? 
 
 
Who controlled most of the Mississippi River in 1862? 
 
 
 
Why did the Union navy blockade the Confederate ports? 
 
 
 
Read the Biography of Kate Cummings 
 
Which side did Kate Cummings support during the Civil War? 
 
 
 
What shocked Ms. Cummings when she visited the Confederate hospital in 
Corinth? 
 
 
What did Ms. Cummings do during the Civil War? 
 


